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Background 

The next HELCOM Ministerial Meeting is planned to be held in Lübeck (alternatively, depending on the 

development of the COVID pandemic, in a virtual format) on 20 October 2021, upon invitation by Germany 

as the chairing Contracting Party of HELCOM for 2020-2022. This document presents the draft provisional 

agenda of the Ministerial Meeting in Annex 1. The draft provisional programme of the Ministerial Meeting 

and the preparatory HOD meeting to be held on 19 October 2021 is presented in Annex 2.  

The Ministers of/for the Environment of the nine Baltic coastal states and the EU Environment Commissioner 

will -at the Ministerial Meeting- be given the opportunity to consider the updated Baltic Sea Action Plan 

(BSAP) and to exchange their views on its implementation and relevant links to global processes.  . Following 

up on this debate Ministers will be invited to adopt the updated BSAP by acclamation.  

Annex 3 to this document presents proposals for questions for the ministerial debate. 

 

Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to: 

- consider the draft provisional agenda; 

- take note of the proposed programme of the Ministerial Meeting and information on the 
WWF/CCB side event; and 

- consider and agree, if appropriate, on the questions proposed for the ministerial debate. 
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Annex 1 
 
 

 
 
 
The Ministerial Meeting of the Helsinki Commission will be opened at 9am (CEST) on Tuesday, 20 October 
2021, and is expected to terminate on the same day at 12 o’clock. 
 
The Meeting will be chaired by the Chair of the Helsinki Commission, Ms. Lilian Busse. 

 

Draft Provisional Agenda 

 
1. Opening and Welcome (German Representative(s) (tbd) 

2. [Inspirational Speaker (tbd) or at the dinner on 19 October (tbd)] 

3. Presentation of the updated HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan 

4. Ministerial debate 

5. Potential statements by HELCOM Observers and Invitees 

6. Adoption of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan and the Ministerial Statement  

7. Closure of the Meeting and family photo 
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Annex 2 
 
Draft Provisional Programme 
(Provided COVID-situation will allow physical presence (ca.100-120 participants) 
 
Location: Atlantic Hotel (tbd), 23552 Lübeck, Schmiedestraße 9-15 
 
 
Tuesday 19 October 2021 (Arrival of participants, including ministers) 
 
At the latest by 11:00  Arrival of HODs, HELCOM Secretariat, Chair/Vice-Chairs, colleagues resp. for 

organisational matters/logistics, etc. 
 
12:00 - 16:30   Preparatory meeting of the Heads of Delegation 
 
[17:00 – 18:00] [Possibly visit of “Marzipanmuseum”] 
 
[18:00 - 19:00] [Possibly guided city tour] 
 
20:00   Dinner hosted by Germany (BMU) (Location tbd)  

Attendance: 40 persons (Minister + one person MAX may accompany the 
Minister, Chair, Vice-Chairs, Executive Secretary, HODs) 
 

 
Wednesday 20 October 2021 
 
08:30 – 09:00   Registration and welcome coffee (Attendance open to all participants) 
 
09:00 – 12:00   Ministerial Meeting  
   

Attendance ca. 100-120 participants 
Maximum sitting around the main table: Minister + MAX 2(3) accompanying 
persons per delegation. Additional people may sit at the back. 

 
12:00 – 12:30   Family Photo /Press Conference 
 
13:00 – 14:00  Lunch  
 
14:00 – 17:00  Side Event Stakeholder organised by WWF/CCB  
 
Monday, 18 October 2021 - limited accommodation from the 18th could be provided; 
Thursday, 21 October 2021 - limited accommodation until 21 October could be provided  
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Annex 3 
 
Proposed questions for the ministerial debate 
 

1. Which actions contained in the updated Baltic Sea Action Plan do you consider as the most urgent 

at the Contracting Party level and which actions do you see as most important with a view to 

ensuring that the Contracting Parties jointly meet the goals and objectives of the BSAP? 

2. How and where can HELCOM and the updated Baltic Sea Action Plan contribute to global 

processes, such as the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the post-2020 Biodiversity 

Framework, aimed at tackling the urgent and significant challenges we are facing in working to 

safeguard the future of our seas? How can we promote improved knowledge and scientific 

understanding and ensure that they are duly taken into account in that context?  

3. With regard to implementing the Baltic Sea Action Plan, could you express two expectations each 

for the Contracting Party level and for HELCOM as a whole? 

 

 

 
 

 
 


